
 

SHAWSHEEN SHOUT OUT!                    
December 2019 

 

Shawsheen Elementary 

4020 W. 7th Street, Greeley, CO 80634               Telephone: 970-348-2300  

www.shawsheen.greeleyschools.org          Absentee Line: 970-348-2302 

Growth Mindset 

Talk with your child about his or her day, and guide the discussion with 

questions like these: Did you make a mistake today? What did you 

learn from it? What did you do that was difficult today? Your child 

needs to know that failure can (and often does) happen and it is okay! 

Remind them that each time they fail and try again, their brain is 

growing stronger! Do not step in to prevent your child’s failure – this is 

how they learn to persevere in the face of challenges.  

We need YOU! 

Our next Parent Group Meeting is Jan. 14 at 7:45am or 5:30pm. Choose 

the time that works best for your schedule. Childcare provided at no 

charge for the evening meeting only. We discuss school business, 

budget, fundraisers, and other school events. We appreciate our 

parent support! This next meeting we will finalize our plans to prepare 

for our Spring Carnival. Remaining meetings are Feb. 11, Mar. 10, and 

Apr. 14.  

 

FREE English Classes for Adults 

Do you know someone who is interested in learning English? Free classes 

from 6:00pm-7:30pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4754W. 31st St. 

Greeley. Free Child Care provided. Call 406-868-8158 to get more 

information. 

Safety 

We do our best to remove snow as soon as we can. Please continue to 

abide by the safety rules and park your vehicle before letting your child 

(ren) exit your vehicle. DO NOT stop in the street and let your child (ren) 

out of your vehicle – the police have been ticketing parents for this. 

Consider using side street that are less busy especially when it gets 

closer to the bell at 7:45 and traffic tends to be worse. Students need to 

be in class at 7:50am to be on time. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 5 

Student Council Movie Night 5:30pm 

Dec. 6 

December Birthday Treats (Optional) 

Dec. 10 

Music Concert 5:30pm 

Dec. 13 

Student Council Snack Friday 

Dec. 19 

Last day of school for Students 

Dec. 20-Jan. 6 

Winter Break 

Jan. 7 

First Day Back for Students 

Jan. 14 

Parent Teacher Group Meeting  

7:45am or 5:30pm 

 

 

Adults must check in at 
the office with ID and 
wear a badge to be in 
the hallways during 
school hours. Thank you 
for abiding by this safety 
rule. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.shawsheen.greeleyschools.org/


More Important News 

 

Movie Night 

Student Council is sponsoring a Movie Night Dec. 5. Students need to 

have returned a signed permission slip to attend. You may drop them 

off and enjoy some time or stay and enjoy the movie with them!  

News from the Teachers                               

Special Education 

Holiday break is coming up shortly. We cannot believe how fast this 

school year is going. Continue to encourage your child to read and 

practice their skills over break. Our next IEP day will be in January on 

Tuesday, the 14th. Your child's case manager will be in contact with you 

if you have a meeting in January. As always, please reach out if you 

have any questions. 

Mrs. Krueger and Mrs. March 

Music  

The holiday season is upon us! Our winter concert is Tuesday, December 10 

at 5:30 PM featuring Kinder and first as our guest stars! We look forward to a 

wonderful performance and invite you to attend. Please plan to park on the 

surrounding streets to ease you departure after the concert! Merry Christmas! 

Mr. Easter 

PE  

Having a great time in PE. We are finishing our Long Handed Implement Unit and will transition to 

some Cup stacking after break. We will also be getting on the Traverse wall so it is very important that 

you send your child to school with appropriate PE shoes. Thanks for your support of the program have 

a great Holiday! 

Mr. Z 

Art  

Kindergarten students are busy learning about proper panting and cutting techniques and putting 

together some fantastic snowmen.   First grade students just completed their penguins and learning 

about warm and cool colors.  2nd grade students are working on landscapes and learning about 

horizon line, foreground, middle ground, and background. Third grade students are working on their 

winter self-portraits, mixing skin tones, making features, and working with patterns.  4th grade students 

and 5th grade students are working on two dimensional city snow globes. 

Mrs. Fryer 

 

 

 

 

  Volunteer 

You can become a volunteer at 
Shawsheen! Simply come to 
the office and register on-line. 
Do not forget your ID! We 
need all different kinds of 
support. No matter what your 
schedule is, we can use your 
help! PLEASE attend the next 
Parent Teacher Group meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 14th at 7:45am or 
5:30pm. That, too, is a GREAT 
way to support your child’s 
school. 

 

 



 

 

Kindergarten 

We are learning and growing so much!   

In math, we continue focusing on reading, writing and representing numbers to 10, as well as 

concepts of 1 more and one less. We are also learning about comparison of length, weight and 

capacity.   

In reading, we are mastering sounds and reading words the fast way. Please keep reading and 

practicing letter names at home whenever you can. 

During writing, we are using sentence starters and sounding out words. We are drawing pictures with 

more detail to match our writing. We are still practicing proper letter and number formation too. 

In social studies, we are exploring what it means to be an American. We are learning about 

important symbols, holidays, people, places in our country. 

Please watch for upcoming information on our class’ holiday party, which will begin at 2:30 pm on 

Thursday, December 19. We would love to have you join us as we celebrate the season together 

soon! 

Mrs. Duplex, Mrs. Kotalik and Mrs. Maresh 

First Grade 

 

RMSE: We continue to work on building phonics skills, building fluency, comprehension within our 

RMSE groups. Students continue to work online with Lexia to build on their reading skills.  

Just a reminder, RMSE homework is sent home nightly. Please listen to your child as he/she does 

his/her homework. Additionally, please sign and return it the following day. This is a crucial piece of 

their reading instruction in first grade. 

MATH: We are finishing Module 2: Introduction to Place Value through Addition and Subtraction 

within 20. Students continue to make progress online with ST Math daily. 

Math homework is sent home weekly on Thursday and needs to be returned the following 

Wednesday. Homework should be a review of that week’s lessons taught in class. Please let your 

child’s teacher know if you need additional support or resources for doing the homework at home.  

WRITING: We finished Unit 2: Getting Ideas and started Unit 3: Telling More. In this unit, students explore 

telling more by adding to their writing.  

OTHER: Please remember to send your child to school with appropriate winter clothing. If you need 

support with this, please contact your child’s teacher. 

Information about your child’s holiday party will be coming soon. Please continue to check your 

child’s Thursday folder for more information and other important information from Shawsheen. 

Thank you for your continued support! As always, please feel free to contact us with any questions or 

concerns! 

Mrs. Z, Mrs. Duvall, and Mrs. Hill 

 



 

 

Second Grade  

December will be filled with fun and learning in second grade. 

 In writing, we are exploring fiction writing and drafting, revising, and publishing our own stories.  We 

are focusing on using descriptive language to help tell more about the character(s) and details in 

our stories.  We continue to work hard on starting sentences with a capital letter and ending with 

punctuation. 

The children are expanding their knowledge of place value in math.  We are working hard to reach 

our goal of adding and subtracting within 200 and adding and subtracting in word problems to 100.   

In literacy, we are in the middle of Unit 2.  The Big Idea for this unit is "How do animals play a part in 

the world around us?"  In this unit, we are working on main topic and key details within narrative 

nonfiction and expository text. 

Please support your child in completing weekly reading and math homework, which is due on 

Thursdays.  We appreciate your support of our class and hope you have a happy holiday season! 

Miss Hyland, Mrs. Kautz, and Ms. Wikoff 

Third Grade  

Reading:  Unit 3 - One of a Kind 

Third grade students are continuing on their literary journeys as they learn to describe characters’ 

traits, motivations and feelings.  Explaining how characters’ actions contribute to the sequence of 

events will be a skill they will soon take on. During this unit, students will consider the question, “What 

would the world be like if nothing was unique?” 

Writing:  Fictional Writing 

Writing fictional stories has been our focus over the past quarter.  Third graders have worked to 

include description of a character’s physical features, actions and thoughts in their writing to help 

their readers visualize the story. We will be taking on Opinion writing when we return from break.  

Math: Multiplication/Division then Area 

We have started our second multiplication and division module where we will be focusing on 

multiplying with the factors 1, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 0.  You can support your student at home by skip counting 

with them and giving them real life opportunities to solve multiplication or division problems such as 

‘there are 6 people in our family and we each will get 8 grapes with our dinner, how many grapes do 

we need?’ After winter break, we will begin a unit in which students will explore area as an attribute 

of two-dimensional figures and relate it to their prior understandings of multiplication. The module will 

end with students being able to determine the area of rooms in a given floor plan.  

Mrs. Fowler and Mrs. Grover 

 

 

 



 

 

Fourth Grade                                                                                                                                                    

Reading:  Unit 2 – Amazing Animals                                                                                                                      

Fourth grade students are getting ready to wrap up Unit 2.  The students will then be exploring Unit 3 

called that is the Spirit!   They will continue on their Literacy journeys.  They will be reading Fantasy, 

Realistic Fiction, and Nonfiction.  They will need to be able to cite evidence and organize their 

answers in written form.  Each week we will be focusing on a different Literacy skill and strategy.  

Students need to be able to determine the meaning of words and phrases at a fourth grade level.  It 

is super important that your student be reading as much as possible.  This increases their fluency level 

and helps them be able to comprehend fourth grade material.                                                                 

Writing:  Fiction                                                                                                                                                      

In the next couple of weeks, the students are working at completing a published piece of Fiction 

writing.  They are picking a rough draft that they have already been working on and are rewriting 

and editing these drafts.  They are also paired with a partner to help through Peer Conferencing.  This 

helps them give and receive feedback from their peers.  They will share their Published writing with 

their class, known as “Author’s Chair.”  This gives them confidence and practice reading in front of an 

audience.                                                                                                                                                                

Math:  Multi-digit by one-digit multiplication                                                                                                  

We are continuing our journey through Unit 3.  The students can multiply a whole number of up to 

four digits by a one-digit whole number, and multiply two two-digit numbers, using strategies based 

on place value and the properties of operations.                                                                                             

**Note:  It is important that the students are fluent with their multiplication skills.  There are skip-

counting songs found on YouTube that will help with memorization.                                                    

Science/Social Studies:  Colorado Geography                                                                                           

We are studying the Geography of Colorado.  The students will be discussing Colorado’s five land 

regions and exploring different types of maps and their features.  We had a great time exploring 

Google Maps.  Please have your student share this tool with you!                                                                

Second Steps:  Cyber Bullying                                                                                                                               

We have been learning about bullying through a program called Second Step.  We are finishing 

these lessons with an important lesson on Cyber Bullying.  It is so important that the students 

understand how hurtful things can become if a comment is put on social media or any electronic 

website.  We were impressed at the student’s discussion and maturity when talking about these 

situations.  Asking questions about what they are learning is insightful, but also a great way to learn 

and build a relationship with your kiddos.                                                                                             

Planners:  DLIQ                                                                                                                                           

IMPORTANT!  We are asking that you check your students planning page every night.  We are now 

using the DLIQ strategy.  The students need to state what they DID, what they LEARNED, what was 

INTERESTING, and a QUESTION they are still having.  Our school is using this AVID strategy.  We like it 

because it lets the kiddos pick what they choose to write about.  Please take the time to go over this 

with your child.  Sometimes our lives get so busy and it is just a nice way to talk about and share 

about something going on in their days.                                                                                           

Homework:  Every Thursday                                                                                                                     

Homework will be sent home on Thursday and needs to be returned by the following Thursday. We 

are going to start grading the homework.  There will be a reading log and some type of literacy 

strategy or skill practice.  Our homework is determined by setting high expectations for your student.  

Homework should not be saved until last minute; it will require thought and hard work.  We believe in 



them so much that we are setting the bar high!                                                                                    

**Remember it is okay to struggle, it just means your brain is growing! 

Ms. Johnstone and Mrs. Wagner                                                                                                                                                       

Fifth Grade    

Math - The students took their module 2 test this month. We are so proud of their hard work! We are 

starting module 3 and will be learning adding and subtracting fractions. Embarc. Online is a great 

resource that has videos that explain how we are thinking and solving our math problems.  

Writing - We are finishing our narrative fiction unit. Students will be publishing their writing at the end 

of the month. When we return from break, students will be completing a practice performance task 

on narrative writing. Each student will be writing a story about taking an imaginary trip to Washington, 

D.C. 

Literacy - Students will be working on comparing and contrasting theme and character reactions for 

the next couple of weeks. We will be reading folktales and poetry. The Unit 2 test will be given in the 

second week of December.   

Homework - We encourage all students to read 20-30 minutes every day. On Thursdays, we will be 

sending home a one-page homework assignment for students to complete throughout the week. 

The homework will be due on Thursday of the following week. On the homework, you will find a 

reading log and math practice. 

Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Kleiber and Ms. Strecker  

                                                                                                                                                 

 


